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Sit down, this is serious

Leading Dutch designer Marcel Wanders re-imagines the sofa.

Parfpct toa
faude ... harcel
Wanders and
hia Bottini Red
Flower sofa
(top), Bottond
Singla Grey
(rght) and VIP
Chair (below)

WoraE steprfien Crafh

Some designs are so practical they have
never been changed. Bt aceording 10 the
Dustch designer Mancel Wanders, that & no
Toason sk oy

Faarpmis foa such classk |||-ug|| fems as
the Knotted Chair and the Set Up Shade
lamp, Wanders is renowned for thinking
lsterally.

1 think these 1lre1|p|- dl’.]ﬂ:n_.' i Ewr el
making, rather than showing what tech
nology is capable of " he says

The Dutch desigmer is the creative dinec
tor of the Netherlands company Moooi
{pronounced “mey”) which i Dutch for
beautiful spelt with an extra o, And while
he is happy to speak abowt his previoos
desizms, r:.:'s. particularly keen 1o talk about
his Latest project, Moooi Boutique, which
focuses on the sofa.

Lanmniched with Space Furniture, Moooi
Boutique aims to reinterpret the ondinary
lourge suite. “There are hundoeds of sofas
out there. What's the point of simply doing
another one just the same?” Wanders says
“Why can't a sofa be as desirabde s o
dhesipner bag? Or the latest shoes?”

MNow Wanders believes he
has found a solution. The
trick is 1o make it

instantly changeable, at least visually
Rather than having a lounge trapped in

thie same old uniform, which costs thou

sands to replace and update, Wanders’

Mooai Boutique range comes as 15 cov
avs that 1o into & sandard Moook leurgr:
armachalr or footstool

Customiers can dhoose between vibeant
reds with hand-drown scenes, or white
with silvery flowers. For the more adven
turows, there are naked women fying
ACTOSS a2 Suile

“It cam be Frustrating for people to wait
three to four months for thelr lounge 1o
arrive from Europe,” he says "These covers
can be delivered in o weel”

And changing them isn't a problem,
eitler

“Even when you send off the cover to
the drycleaners, you  won't  feel
undressed. We've perfected the hard
ware of the furniture. Our naked sofas
look. quite beautiful”

Wanders says he constantly imagines
new products and ways of satisfying his
CUSTOTTESTS.

“Mhostly 1 just think about new designs,”
e says. “Sketching out the idea is really
only a way of remembering things.”

For Wanders, the importance of design
stems from a love of making objects

“Things should be imperfect. | think
that's why the knotted lounge chair made
its mark,” he says. “Freople were tiring of the
|Jl|'d|-1 tion assoctated with the mandmalist
aesthetic of the ‘gos”

Wanders compares his design to the
imperfections in children

“Wie love our children. But they'ne
nod abways perfect,” he says. “Things
should also be imperfect, even
sometimes appearing amateurich.”

This focus on the “human”™
aspect of imperfection has been
evident in all his work, which
spans some of the great furni
ture hoses of ifu:-::-p-,— 14l |-.u:".||:_'
B&B Italia, Flos, Cappellim
Moroso and Droog Design (also

based in the Netherlands).

Mixing old with new and
taking classic items from his
tery s ome of his trademarks
He believes one of the prob
lems with a ot of modem design
has been its focus on the future, as oppossd

to drowing Inspiration from the  past
“Ithink i's important w0 pull things
together from the past, showing a respect
for it, while connecting o the present,”
Wanders says.

As a result theme |s familiarity in his
desigms, with an emplsasis on poethc detadl
I i sumgsinsous Falarics

Wanders also enjoys making connec
tions with the human condition, whether
it's dn'nlnr; a !rlull:;l- of ll'rl'l!'l[;l]j; it by
part. His Airbome Snotty vase (o most
unappealing name), made of resin, was
based om flying mucus. He magnified a
photo of someane sneezing, enlarging each
partiche. The resubt is a slightly strange
amorphous shape.

“It's almost gravity free,” says Wanders,
who dearly appreciates the humour in
what he does

To thas end, he believes it's important 1o
know your sudience, whether you are
designing a building, an interior, a piece of
furniture or an object.

“Progle need 10 be able 10 tap into ideas
as well as being able to relerence the
designs,  Everyone  sneezes  and  maost
people have come across macrame in their
childhoods [as in the Knotted Chair’
b says.

Marcel Wanders will be speaking ot the
Art Gollery of N3W on Sunday, March
11, For details, phone Space Furmiiure,
mm_—- .'1_7‘:,'

‘Why can't a sofa
be as desirable
as a designer
bag? Or the
latest shoeg?
Marcel Wanders,
designer




